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bolder measures. Hannibal was now at his elbow, promising
the support of Carthage, in case of a war with Rome and an
invasion of Italy. In Greece the Aetolian League was dis-
satisfied with the situation of affairs : they considered them-
selves wronged, because they had never received what they
hoped for on the successful conclusion of the Macedonian war.
Eventually the Aetolians began war against Rome and pro-
posed to Antiochus that he should take command of their
army.
Antiochus now determined upon war : by sending an
army into Greece he forced the Romans to declare war against
him. The campaign was soon over and ended in the utter
defeat of his semi- Asiatic army, first in Europe and then in
Asia near the city of Magnesia in 190 B. c. He received no
material support from the Aetolians, and all the rest of Greece
remained neutral. Egypt, Rhodes, Pergamum, and even
Macedonia, sided with Rome. The conditions of the peace
concluded with Antiochus showed once more that Rome had
no wish to extend her territory by including in it part of the
East. Her object was clear — to prevent the rise of any
Eastern power that might prove dangerous to herself. Hence
Antiochus was forced to pay a sum of money, to withdraw
his armies from Asia Minor, and to destroy that powerful
fleet which made it possible at any moment to transport
soldiers to Asia Minor, Egypt, or Greece.
The general situation in the Hellenistic world was not
affected by this war. The balance of power, of which Rome
had become the recognized guardian, continued to exist, but
in a peculiar form : Rome now settled all the internal disputes
of Greece but never consulted Greek opinion even in Greek
concerns. All the Hellenistic kingdoms were independent, but
not one of them was powerful. To all of them, and especially
to the Greek cities, Rome guaranteed c freedom * ; but the
moment that any one of them showed a tendency to carry
on an independent policy, she promptly put her foot down.
As a matter of course, the real position of Greece and the
Hellenistic powers was no secret to the most clear-sighted
among the Greeks. Eumenes II, king of Pergamum, felt that
he was not an ally of Rome, but a vassal and a servant ; and
the other Asiatic states and Greek cities were no better off.
Though Rome had no wish at first to use too plain language,
yet the taste grew upon her by degrees, until her advice to

